The Institute for Research on Poverty

Use the following web address to answer the questions below:  http://www.irp.wisc.edu/ 

1. How is poverty measured?  Explain as thoroughly as possible.

2. What is the poverty threshold?

3. What is the Census Bureau’s poverty threshold for . . .
a. 26 year old single male in 2007?

b. A family of four in 2007?

c. A family of nine in 2007?

4. What is a poverty guideline?

5. How are the HHS poverty guidelines used?

6. What is the most recent poverty guideline?

7. Click on “Who is poor in Wisconsin?” Scroll down to the map and explain what the areas in black represent.

8. How will we know if welfare reform is successful?  Read and summarize the argument.

9. Now, go to links at the top of the main page.  Summarize two of the websites you visit via the links.

