Sociology 

Research Methods

Day 5

Objective: Analyze how surveys are utilized as a sociological research method.

Introduction: What is a survey?

1. A survey is a research method in which subjects respond to a series of items in a questionnaire or an interview.

2. Surveys are the _____________________ of all research methods

3. They are mostly used to study ___________________.
4. Surveys provide _________________ findings—rather than cause and effect.
5. They “paint a picture of people’s views.”

Population and Sample

1. A survey targets a ___________________—people who are the focus of research.
2.    Because a survey of the entire population would be too time consuming and                      

  expensive sociologists use _______________.
3.   How do we know the sample represents the entire population?

Questionnaires and Interviews

1. Most surveys can be broken down into two categories.
2. __________________—a series of written questions presented to subjects

Two types of questionnaires

1. _________________ format—similar to multiple choice exam

2. _________________ format—allows subject to respond freely
3. __________________—series of questions a research administers in person to respondents
1. Can be close-ended or open-ended, most are open-ended

4. How a question is worded greatly affects the responses.

1. When asked if they object to homosexuals serving in the military service most adults in the U.S. say “yes.”

2. When asked if the government should exempt homosexuals from military service most say “no.”

3. What is the difference between “welfare mothers” and “women who receive public assistance”?

