Sociology

Research Methods

Day 4

Objectives:  Analyze how experiments are utilized as a sociological research method.

Bell Work:  Identify the following terms:  experiment, experimental group, control group, Hawthorn effect

Methods of Sociological Research

1. ____________________--systematic plan for conducting research.

2. Four main methods

The Experiment

1. What is an experiment?

2. Experimental research is _______________.

3. Experiments are used to test a ___________________.

4. 3-Step process to an experiment

a. Experimenter measures the _______________ variable (the effect).

b. Experimenter exposes the __________ variable to the ________ variable.

c. Experimenter again measures the ______________ variable to see if any change has taken place.

5. Can a change in the dependent variable be due to something other than the supposed cause?

a. To be sure that researchers have identified the correct cause, they ______________ other factors that may have an affect on the experiment.

b. One strategy to control outside influences is to divide subjects into an __________________ group and a ____________ group.

The Hawthorne Effect

1. Concern:  Subjects may change their behavior because they are getting special attention.

2. Example: Western Electric Company

3. What was going on?

4. What is the Hawthorne effect?

