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Positivity Promise 

A successful classroom is contingent upon the connectivity between the educator and the 

students in his/her classroom.  Furthermore, the success of any leader is contingent upon making 

connections with his/her audience, employees, team members, etc.  For many young educators 

and student teachers I have observed or worked with, the connectivity to students in the 

classroom is perhaps the most difficult aspect of teaching to grasp.  Additionally, I witness many 

seasoned educators lacking in this area as well.  Sometimes, teachers become so immersed in the 

content of the course they lose touch with the true purpose of communicating and extending the 

objectives to the students in the classroom.  Some teachers are simply fearful of extending 

themselves to a certain point to make connections with students.  Other teachers fail to empathize 

with their students and consequently have no foundation to establish any connectivity. 

As I reflect upon my own teaching habits, I am perhaps projecting some of my own 

deficiencies on other teachers as mentioned above.  I have struggled at times empathizing with 

the student’s perspective inside the classroom and their desire to acquire more knowledge.  My 

assumptions about the level of motivation for particular underachieving students has led to many 

disconnections in the past.  At other times, my lack of connectivity with the students in the 

classroom has resulted from my let’s-just-get-through-this mentality rather than a more positive 

and purposeful approach.  Incidentally, I find my level of motivation as an educator is greatly 



affected by the level of connectivity I have with the students in my classroom.  Low levels of 

connectivity leads to decreased effort on my part. 

However, even though I may perceive myself to struggle at times, I do put forth a fairly 

moderate effort to be positive in the classroom.  Most of my reluctance to be an overly positive 

educator results from my approach to extreme highs and lows in human behavior - specifically 

the emotional aspects of human behavior.  An individual who is on an emotional high usually 

spends an equivalent amount of time with emotional lows.  Consequently, I try to stay at an even 

keel.  Positivity in the classroom, though, can go a long ways to creating a healthy learning 

environment.  As a result, I try to maintain a positive mindset on a daily basis to squelch or 

decrease conflict in the classroom. 

How do I build positive relationships with the students in my classroom? Smiling is one 

of the most contagious outward expressions communicated via human interaction.  To create 

positive relationships with students, an educator must start with a smile.  No student feels their 

needs are being met by a stern, no-smile-type educator.  Whether it be at the beginning of the 

class period, passing a student in the hall, amidst the distribution of graded papers, or during a 

classroom discussion or lecture, a smile facilitates connectivity between teacher and student. 

Beyond a smile, teachers need to demonstrate an interest in student activities and other 

student interests.  When I make an effort to discuss with a student his/her guitar playing skills, 

iTunes  playlists, favorite fast food restaurants, extracurricular activities, etc., the student is more 

likely to pay attention to what I have to say in the classroom environment because I have first 

extended my attention and interests in their direction.  The students will reciprocate interest if the 

teacher makes an effort to demonstrate care and concern for the student first. 



Lastly, inside my classroom, I create a positive learning environment and establish 

connectivity with the students by sharing with them my desire for them to succeed.  This can be 

communicated in a number of ways whether it be a positive written note, a short conversation 

after class, a verbal reminder of a homework assignment, or a challenge to achieve certain 

standards on the next quiz, test, or assignment.  When students know you want them to do well 

in class and are not fearful of the consequences of failing, students can relax and enjoy the 

classroom environment.  The I’m-out-to-get-you teachers lack the connectivity with students that 

a positive educator enjoys. 


