Japan:  A History of Extremes

I. A Nation of Contrasts

a. At times, Japan has been one of the most ________-like countries in the world.
b. At times, Japan has been one of the most ______________ countries in the world.
c. Japan was one of the last countries to acquire ________________, but one of the first to produce a ________________.
d. Japanese men show extremes of masculinity (________________) and femininity (_________________theatre).
e. Japanese _______________ show extremes of masculinity and femininity as well.
f. Japan has one of the most distinct cultures in the world.  However, most of their culture was ___________________ from other cultures!
II. Rugged and Beautiful Geography
a.  Japan has cold, cold winters in the north.  However, the southernmost island—_____________________—experiences weather patterns like Florida.  
b. Japan experiences much instability due to almost-constant tremors and the occasional _________________.  However, apart from this, Japan experiences great amounts of rainfall that replenish soil making it possible to grow lots of _____________.
III. Importing Culture

a. Although Japan has been inhabited for over 30,000 years, the first recorded history of Japan took place ___________________ years ago.
b. Chinese culture borrowed by the Japanese—writing, government, economy, and religion (Buddhism and Shinto).
c. Even though these items were acculturated into Japanese culture, Japan made them their own and created their own identity.
IV. Conformity and Isolation

a. The importance of “wa.”  (Harmony and Conformity)

i. “The nail that sticks up gets ______________________ down.”
b. During the Middle Ages, the Japanese became extreme Nationalists and resisted outside influences.
V. Japanese Imperialism

a. At the end of the 19th Century, the United States pulled them out of their isolationist ideologies—Commodore Matthew _________________.
b. “. . . Japanese investigators studied the British navy and the German army, along with European steelmaking and textile production techniques.”

i. Japanese travelers even brought home beer, pastries, _________, and music!
c. Japan took control of Korea and parts of China.
i. Rape of Nanking
VI. Embracing Pacifism

a. Following their defeat in WWII and U.S. occupation, Japan turned to extreme pacifism and began to focus on __________________ superiority.
