Global Cultures

Southeast Asia

Day 21

Objectives:

1. Using an Atlas, label key places in India on a map.

2. Analyze India’s rich and complex natural environment.

3. Describe how India’s environment shaped India’s history.

4. Identify accomplishments of the Indus River civilization.

Bell Work:  Using an Atlas and the map handout, label the following places:  India, Ganges River, Indus River, Himalaya Mts., Indian Ocean, Yangtze River, Yellow River, and China Sea.

Brainstorming:  Why is India called the “Sub-continent” and “The Land of Buddha”?

I. India:  The Natural Setting 

a. The Indian subcontinent is roughly the size of __________________.

b. The most striking geographic feature found in India is the ___________________ mountains.

i. The highest mountain range in the world.

c. In the northwest corner of India, deserts and the ____________ River Valley create an area of fertile land.

i. Location of early civilization?

d. The most famous river in India is the _______________ River.

i. Running south out of the mountains, the ______________ River carries fertile soil to the plains regions of India.

1. Many Indians consider this river to be sacred!

ii. The flooding of the _______________ River is essential to India’s agriculture.  However, it can be devastating as well.

1. What causes the floods?

e. Southern India has mountain ranges along its __________ coast, flatlands along its ____________ coast, and a plateau in the center of the continent called the _____________________.
i. This region was cut off from the rest of civilization allowing cultures to resist ____________ and develop _________________.

ii. Picture:  Ruins of a Golkanda fortress

II. The Indus River Civilization

a. The world’s first great civilizations appeared along the banks of major ___________________.

b. Name the four river valley civilizations.
c. Major cities of the Indus River Civilization include _____________ and Mohenjo-Daro.

i. These two cities are actually located in present-day ____________.

d. The early inhabitants of the Indus River Civilization developed a writing system using ________________.

i. These early inhabitants wrote on _____________.

ii. The written language of the early Indus River Civilization has never been ____________________.

