Global Cultures

Southeast Asia

Day 15

Objectives:  Identify multiple characteristics of the Indonesian culture.

Bell Work:  Using your handout, answer the following questions:

1. Marco Polo spent _____ in China.

2. What is Marco Polo describing in the first stanza?

3. What is Marco Polo describing in the second stanza?

Indonesia

I. Introduction

a. Locate Indonesia on a map.

b. Indonesia consists of ________________ islands.

i. Many of the islands cover less than ____ square mile.

c. Portions of New Guinea and Borneo—2nd and 3rd largest islands in the world—are also located within Indonesia.

d. Indonesia is one of the largest countries in the world in _______________.

i. Most inhabitants live on the island of Java.

ii. The capital and largest city is _______________.

e. Most Indonesians live in small _____________ villages.

i. ________________ is the people’s main food.

1. Other important farm products produced:  coconuts, coffee, corn, rubber, tea, and spices.

f. Indonesia contains ________ active volcanoes.

i. Why do Indonesians persist to live near the volcanoes?

g. During the Age of Exploration, Indonesia was known as the ______________ to Europeans.
II. Government

a. A _________________ resides as the head of the government.

b. Legislature—People’s Consultative Assembly

III. Religion

a. More than 80% are _______________.

b. About 10% are ________________.

c. People in Bali follow a religion called Bali-Hinduism.

i. They worship spirits of mountains, trees, and ancestors.

ii. Sounds like . . . 

IV. Housing

a. Most Indonesian houses are built on six foot ______________.

V. Arts

a. _______________ dramas are a major part of Javanese and Balinese culture.  Most puppets are flat and made of leather, but wooden puppets are also used.  The puppeteer sits behind a white screen and moves the puppets to act out stories.  A palm-oil lamp throws the shadows of the puppets onto the screen.  The puppeteer tells the story and speaks the part of each puppet.  Most performances last from _____ p.m. to ____ a.m.
b. Indonesian characters reflect the fight between good and evil.

i. Tjalongrang—spirit of good

1. ornery; does not always want to do good; sometimes in the form of a bird; they fly towards heaven symbolizing communication with heaven.

ii. Mpoe Bhradah—priest-like figure

1. helps Tjalongrang do good

iii. Borong—shows the good side of humans

iv. Rangda—the evil side of humans;  a witch woman

c. A gamelan—or ________________—accompanies the puppet plays.

i. Metal gongs, flutes, gambangs (xylophones), drums, and rebabs.
