Research Methods
Day 1

Notes

Logic of Cause and Effect

1. One basic assumption in science is that all events have _____________________.

a. Examples: gravity, success, failures

b. Under similar circumstances, these events can be ___________________.

2. Explanations throughout history

a. Pre-Modern View—explanations came from __________________/religion/pope.

b. Modern View—explanations came from the _____________________ method.

c. Post-Modern View—explanations change depending who you are.  What I say is right may not necessarily be what you believe to right.

Variables

1. Any characteristic that can change or differ.

a. Age, race, class, size, etc.

2. ________________________ variable—acts as a cause.

3. ________________________ variable—variable that is affected by another variable.

4. Because of the generalizations created from variables, sociologists can create probabilities or accurate assumptions.

a. Sociologists can’t predict __________________ but can predict behaviors on the broader scale of society.

Correlational Method

1. Sociologists focus on the ___________________ between variables when a scientific experiment isn’t possible.

a. Is there a correlation between drunk driving and accidents or malnutrition and decreased grades?

2. Correlations are based on a number scale.  1.0 . . . 0.0 . . . -1.0

a. The larger then number the _____________________ the correlation.

b. Which correlation is stronger? -7.5 or .66? 

3. Spurious correlation—apparent—although false relationship—between two variables.

4. Sociologists have a more difficult time than scientists because they can’t reproduce events in a ________________________.

Controls

1. How do sociologists identify certain variable as part of a cause/effect relationship and not others?  
a. Example: Drunk Driving and Car accidents—Are we sure that it’s no the hazards of driving at night that cause the car accidents?

b. Sociologists compare stats from both day and night.
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