Psychology

Sensation and Perception 

Day 1

Objectives:

1. Identify the difference between the absolute threshold and the difference threshold?

2. How does transduction enable the brain to receive sensory information?

Bell Work:

1. How much do you think you could accomplish in life if you could neither see nor hear?  (4-5 Sentence Response)

Introduction 

1. What is the difference between sensation and perception?
a. ________________________--process through which our senses pick up stimuli and transmit them to the brain.
b. ________________________--process by which sensory information is interpreted by the brain.
Process of Sensation 
1. Who has better senses, man or animal? 
a. Why is this? 

The Absolute and Difference Thresholds
1. With a partner answer the following questions:

a. What is the softest sound you can hear? 
b. What is the dimmest light you can see?
c. What is the most diluted substance you can taste?
2. These items are termed ______________________ threshold.

a. The minimum amount of sensory information that can be detected 50% of the time.

3. If you are listening to music, you know that your absolute threshold has been passed. 

a. But how much must the volume be turned up to notice a difference?

b. _______________________--measure of the smallest increase or decrease of a stimulus that is required to produce JND ( _________ ________________ ______________ )
i. JND-Smallest change in a sensation that a person is able to detect 50% of the time.

c. ___________________ Law—the greater the original stimulus, the more it muse be up or down for the difference to be noticeable.

4. If you lose one of your senses, will you improve in other areas?

Transduction and Adaptation  
1. True or False: Our eyes do not actually see and our ears do not actually hear.

2. Our eyes, ears, etc. act as __________________ receptors. (p. 83) 
3. Though __________________, sensory stimuli are transformed to signals (neural impulses) which are sent to certain parts of the brain. 
4. Over time, we grow accustomed to various stimuli and do not notice them as much. This is called ______________________ adaptation.

