Notes for French Revolution
The Great Fear


Fear spread that the nobles were plotting 






Against the common people






August 4, 1789—National Assembly vote to






End:  feudalism, serfdom, forced church tithes,






The special privileges of nobles and church.






Motto: Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity






August 27, 1789—Declaration of the Rights of






Man written—men are born free and equal in






Rights.  Wanted to set up government like






Britain with a elected assembly and constitutional 






Monarchy  






Took over church lands; reorganized church

Seize Versailles


Take nobles into custody –tower





They try to escape: returned to Paris






Austria goes to war with poorly trained






French—French win

Political party 



Jacobin Club takes control of French gov’t.






Leaders: Jean Paul Marat, Maximilien Robspierre

Louis XVI



Condemned to die by guillotine (1/21/1793)

Second Stage



Robespierre & the Reign of Terror






Robespierre & Marat gain political power






Attempt to wipe out every trace of monarchy






And nobility (changed deck of cards)






Robespierre heads the Committee of the Public






Safety—eliminated enemies of Revolution






18,000 people guillotined






Marie Antoinette dies October, 1793

France attacked by 

British and Prussians
(Germans)





Robespierre goes too far

Guillotined with 100 of his followers

Third Stage



More conservative (less drastic changes)






Power in hands of the upper bourgeoisie






Two house legislature






Executive branch five men—called Directory

Napoleon Bonaparte


Commands French army against enemies






Wins in Belgium, Germany, Italy






Becomes a military hero






Leaves army in order to save France 

November 8, 1799


Napoleon takes control of government and 






Ends Revolution

Bonaparte



Overthrows Directory and puts in Consulate of 3 






He becomes Dictator

1802  




developed a Constitution: made him Consul for life

1804




The Consulate makes him Emperor






Electorate ready to be ruled because of 






The disasters of the Revolution 






Glad for a dictator

